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1 Hemorrhagic shock
2 Rectovaginal fistula
3 Deep fornix lacerations

4 vaginitis
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Compar ative Study of the Transformation of the Concept of
Wife’s Maintenance in Light of Customary and Economic
Changesin Imaml Jurisprudence and Western Law
M oghbelinasab, Neda
Safa, Mohammadah
Afzali, Rouholah®

Abstract

The maintenance of a wife (nafagah) is one of the most important
mechanisms of economic support for women within the family law
system and holds a significant position in Imami jurisprudence and
Iranian law. However, the customary and economic transformations of
contemporary societies have raised questions regarding the scope,
elements, and function of this institution. The present study aims to
examine the transformation of the concept and components of wife’s
maintenance in light of customary and economic changes and to
compare it with the approaches adopted in certain Western legal
systems. This research employs a descriptive— analytical method with a
comparative approach, examining the sources of Imami jurisprudence,
statutory laws, and Western legal perspectives. The findings indicate
that Imami jurisprudence, by relying on the role of custom, the social
status of the wife, and the financial capacity of the husband, provides
a flexible framework for determining the scope and amount of
maintenance. Within this framework, maintenance is not limited to
traditional items and can expand in accordance with social and
economic developments. In contrast, in many Western legal systems,
maintenance is generally discussed in the form of “spousal
maintenance” or “alimony,” typically in connection with divorce,
serving primarily a compensatory function aimed at preventing
economic imbalance following the dissolution of marriage. The
comparative findings suggest that both systems demonstrate
adaptability in response to social transformations; however, the
principal difference lies in their legal foundations. In Imami
jurisprudence, maintenance constitutes a continuing obligation within
the structure of marriage, whereas in Western law it is often
considered a protective and frequently temporary mechanism.
Keywords: Wife’s maintenance, Custom, Imami jurisprudence,
Spousal maintenance, Alimony, Comparative family law
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