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Abstract 
In Islamic jurisprudence, jihad has been discussed not only in 
relation to military action but also in connection with the 
protection of the Muslim community and its religious existence. 
Although some classical Imami juristic discussions have 
associated the military dimension of jihad primarily with men, 
the scope of women�s participation in defensive action requires 
further examination. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, 
this study analyzes Qur�anic verses, hadith reports, the conduct 
and precedents attributed to the Infallible Imams, and relevant 
Imami jurisprudential texts concerning women�s participation in 
comprehensive defense. The study argues that women cannot be 
categorically excluded from the underlying obligation of defense 
when defensive jihad is understood as the protection of the 
Muslim community. It further contends that, under specific 
conditions of legally defined necessity, women�s participation in 
certain forms of defensive action may become religiously 
obligatory. The findings suggest that comprehensive defense 
should be understood as encompassing more than direct military 
engagement and should recognize the potential contribution of 
women in military, social, logistical, and support-related roles. 
This approach offers a more complete account of women�s place 
in Imami defensive jurisprudence and its relevance to 
contemporary security challenges. 
Keywords: Defensive jihad; women�s participation; 
comprehensive defense; Imami jurisprudence; Islamic legal 
theory; religious obligation 
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