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Patterns of Muslim Women�s Participation in Defensive 
Jihad during the Prophetic Era: Implications for Women�s 

Role in the Contemporary World 
 
Horieh Khodaei 
Abstract 
values occupies a legitimate and significant position. 
Nevertheless, the scope and forms of women�s participation in 
religious and social defense, particularly during the Prophetic 
era, require closer examination. Using a descriptive-analytical 
approach based on library research, this study examines the 
presence and role of Muslim women in the fields of jihad and 
defense during the Prophetic era. It also analyzes women�s 
capacities to advance religious objectives, with particular 
attention to selected aspects of the life and conduct of Fatimah 
al-Zahra. The findings indicate that although offensive military 
jihad is not considered an ordinary obligation for women under 
normal circumstances, women are not categorically excluded 
from the responsibility of defending religion and the Muslim 
community. Through their intellectual, cultural, theological, 
scholarly, and social capacities, women can contribute to 
strengthening religious foundations and providing effective 
support for the Muslim community. Accordingly, patterns of 
women�s participation during the Prophetic era demonstrate the 
diversity of their defensive roles and may contribute to a better 
understanding of Muslim women�s position and capacity to 
participate in comprehensive defense in the contemporary 
world. Any application of these findings to present 
circumstances, however, requires attention to differences in 
historical, social, and jurisprudential contexts. 
Keywords: Muslim women; defensive jihad; comprehensive 
defense; Prophetic era; Fatimah al-Zahra; defensive 
jurisprudence; women�s social role 
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