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Abstract o
Women’s participation in military engagement is a significant
issue in both the jurisprudence of defense and Islamic political
jurisprudence. The dominant view in Imami gunsprudence has
traditionally held that jihad is not obligatory for women and is
primarily assigned to men. This position has largely been based
on narrations excluding women from combat, assumptions
concerning women’s physical weakness, and claims of juristic
consensus. This study re-examines the jurisprudential basis of
that view in relation to modern forms of warfare. Adopting a
descriptive-analytical method and a critical approach, it argues
that the traditional distinction between male and female military
roles emerged from an understanding of war as direct physical
combat. With the rise of hybrid, cyber, electronic, and
intelligence-based warfare, however, the criterion of physical
weakness no longer retains the same legal relevance. As aresult,
many of the proofs invoked to deny the obligation of jihad for
women do not readily extend to technologically advanced forms
of warfare, given the change in the relevant subject matter. The
study concludes that women’s specialized participation in
contemporary defense is not only legally legitimate, but may, on
the basis of general Qur’anic principles, the Prophetic model of
the distribution of defensive roles, and the obligation of i‘dad al-
quwwah, constitute a secondary legal obligation and, in some
cases, even aprimary one.

Keywords: Imami jurisprudence; defensive jihad; women’s
military participation; modern warfare; cyber defense; legal
subject matter in Islamic jurisprudence
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