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Abstract

Women may be disproportionately affected by armed conflict,
which exposes them to threats to their lives, mental health,
dignity, socia status, and economic security. The protection of
women therefore represents an important area of potential
correspondence between Imami jurisprudence and contemporary
international humanitarian law. Using a descriptive-analytical
approach based on Imami jurisprudential sources, this study
examines the foundations of protecting women during armed
conflict and in the post-conflict period. It analyzes the principles
of human dignity, the distinction between combatants and
persons not taking part in hostilities, the prohibition of
unnecessary suffering, the protection of the family, and social
responsibility toward persons affected by conflict. The findings
suggest that these principles provide important jurisprudential
and ethical grounds for protecting women. Accordingly, attacks
directed against women who are not taking part in hostilities,
sexual violence, degrading treatment, and failure to address
women’s post-conflict needs are incompatible with the relevant
principles of Imami jurisprudence. The study further argues that
states and the Muslim community have responsibilities—
varying in legal basis and scope—to protect women’s security,
provide appropriate material support, and facilitate their social
rehabilitation.

Keywords. Imami jurisprudence; figh al-jihad; women’s
protection; armed conflict; human dignity; international
humanitarian law; post-conflict rehabilitation
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